and wild cherry, and ash; all insulated like the cedars, showing their old trunks, one beyond the other, till they were masked by their numbers; diverging from the house on both sides till they met in a deep mass of woodland at some distance in front, which bounded the prospect.
Entering a spacious hall, he was ushered through a door on the left into a large room, of which the sides were composed of alternations of tapestried panels and dark oaken bookshelves, with a large stained-glass window in the middle of each of three sides, the middle of the fourth being assigned to the fireplace. This was of great width, with enormous logs of wood burning on andirons; above it was an old carving of oak, representing the arms of the family, with figures on each side as large as life; on the one a forester, with bow, arrows and bugle, and a hound at his feet; on the other a lady, in forest apparel, with a falcon on her wrist. On each side of the fire was a large old arm chair, in one of which was seated a young gentleman, the only modern article in the apartment, who, on the announcement of his visitor, rose to welcome him, which he did very cordially.
Refreshment having been offered to the new-comer, and declined on the ground that [238] pass the whole day in pursuing, I would
